
Helena Romanes School

Helena Romanes School

Welcome

Class of 2025



What next… 

Helena Romanes School

● I will be providing more information in future assemblies 
and relevant information is available on the school 
website

● Sixth Form ‘Information evening’ Wednesday 13th 
November and applications go live that evening 

● Application deadline: Wednesday 18th December 

● For now, go on the website and view the current 
prospectus 

● Narrow your course choices down to 5 or 6 options
● Grades do matter: a minimum of 5 GCSEs at a grade 4 

pass, subject minimum entry requirements AND 4 in 
Maths AND English



What next… Our Olympic year

Helena Romanes School

Faster
Higher
Stronger
Together

Together we can achieve:
personal best
season’s best

How?
-training (lessons, homework, independent study, IMPACT)
-motivation (attendance, behaviours for learning)
- resilience (taking risks, learning for ‘what next’ not ‘what if’
- setting goals (PROM, results day Aug 21, Sixth Form, 
apprenticeships, college)



What next… Our Olympic year

Helena Romanes School

Your support team at HRS are:

Head of Year- Mrs Snelling
Senior Pastoral leader- Mrs Moverley
Raising Standards leader- Mr Mills, Assistant Headteacher
SLT link- Mrs Hazle, Deputy Headteacher

Form tutors- D McGrath, C Pollard & L Withers, C Allom, D Allum, C Humphreys, P Livanou, D 
Rowley, P Ambrose with support from Ms Gillard, Ms Just, Dr Evans, Mr Birss and Ms Edwards
(IMPACT & pastoral care)

Subject teachers, Ms Smith, Attendance Officer and all staff
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National and school 
level data is clear- the 
single biggest 
difference to achieving 
your personal best is 

attendance to school

The Importance of Attendance 
100%

96% 4 days lost
22+ hours lost of learning

95% 9.5 days lost
49+ hours lost of learning

Below 95% 11+ days lost 1 to 2 
grades 
below their 
peers
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The Importance of Attendance and punctuality 

daily phone calls daily/weekly 
home visits

school based 
meeting

team around the 
family

involvement of 
county 
specialists and 
sanctions

Our school based triggers will be:
5 days/10 sessions over a period for referrals to county 
95% or below attendance



Helena Romanes School 

●
Working Together- Classcharts 

● Attendance (to school and all sessions)

● Punctuality
● Rewards
● Behaviour/detentions
● Homework
● Other key information



Helena Romanes School 

● HRS Success newsletters with key information, tips and dates

Some key dates: 
● GCSE exams start from 5th May (provisional)
● Practical exams, coursework and language speaking will be earlier
● 4 Nov- Mocks 1, in 6 weeks
● 9 Jan- Parent’s evening
● 27 Jan- Mocks 2, in 16 weeks (9 weeks from end of mocks to start of GCSE’s)

● 5 May- 27 school weeks to go (about ½ a year)

Working Together- being informed 
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How to support from home 
❏ Environment
❏ Allocated time
❏ Access to resources
❏ Remove distractions
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How to support from home  
❏ Support a healthy sleep 

pattern
❏ Supply and encourage a 

healthy diet and regular 
meal times
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How to support from home  
❏ Be interested in your child's 

learning
❏ Praise and encourage good 

habits
❏ Help them plan their time 

effectively
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How to support from home  
❏ Support your child to 

achieve
❏ Help them cope with 

setbacks
❏ Monitor homework
❏ Seek support from teachers
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❏ Be aspirational 
❏ Be resilient 
❏ Positive behaviour for learning 
❏ Take responsibility for learning 

What should students be doing? 
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What should students be doing?  
❏ Use the school holidays wisely
❏ Plan in any coursework 

deadlines
❏ Plan regular revision time
❏ Celebrate milestones
❏ Turn your phone off!
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What is the school doing? 
❏ High quality teaching
❏ High expectations of behaviour for learning 

and equipment
❏ Targeted tutor time revision
❏ Exam practice - Two formal Mocks
❏ Impact sessions
❏ Careers support
❏ Prom celebrations dependant on attendance 

to school,impact sessions and behaviour
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School day IMPACT sessions   

Monday Maths Drama

Tuesday Science Timber RS

Wednesday Art (lunch) Computing

Thursday English Timber Computing

Friday Business French & Spanish PE History

❏ Subjects delivering at least 
one night per week

❏ Targeted 
❏ Topics based on assessment 

data
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Additional IMPACT sessions  
❏ Planned holiday revision 

sessions
❏ Key points before exams 
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Mrs Snelling - year 11 support  
● Pastoral support and care - Day to day support 

● Clear expectations 

● ‘Open door’ policy 

● HRS success - key information shared 



Helena Romanes School
We work hard, We are kind, We aspire

Mathematics

BBirss@hrs.education
dallum@hrs.education

mailto:BBirss@hrs.education
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What can you do to support?

● Homework - Sparxmaths.com - 
due every Monday.

● Revision - little and often
● Practice, practice, practice
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We work hard, We are kind, We aspire

SPARX Maths

● Not only a homework platform
● Endless amounts of revision and booster 

materials
● Intuitive system will focus revision on areas to 

improve 
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Equipment

o Ruler/protractor/compass

o Casio fx-83, 85 or 991 scientific calculators
o Method/revision cards
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We work hard, We are kind, We aspire

Revision guides

o Use either the GCP (Edexcel) or 
Pearson (Edexcel) revision guides

o Check the tier of entry before 
you buy, either higher or 
foundation
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Support in HRS

● Ask your teacher
● IMPACT Monday after school
● Mock Fridays
● Sparxmaths.com
● Mathsgenie(past papers)/corbettmaths
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English

● Mrs Gillard - Head of English
egillard@hrs.education

● Mr Bousfield - Second in Charge
tbousfield@hrs.education 

mailto:egillard@hrs.education
mailto:tbousfield@hrs.education




November Mocks

● English Language Paper 2

● English Literature Paper 1
(‘Macbeth’ and ‘A Christmas Carol’)



What can students do to revise?

● Join our Year 11 Google Classroom

● Engage with our ‘Knowledge Checklists’

● Focus on areas that you are less confident on



What can students do to revise?
● Use your old exercise books to condense 

information into mind-maps
● Create ‘key quote’ banks then use 

‘look-cover-write-check’ to test yourself
● Create cue cards with themes/characters on 

one side and key quotes on the other



What can students do to revise?
● Create and then answer exam questions- time 

yourself!
● Use the example papers on the Google 

Classroom to practise technique for Language 
Paper 2

● Seek the help of your teachers



Revision Guides
● CGP
● Snap
● Look

for
‘AQA’



How can parents/carers support students?

● Equipment - pens, highlighters, revision guides
● Check in with revision plans
● Use our ‘Revision Discussion Prompts’ on the Google 

Classroom to engage in subject related conversation
● Encourage healthy eating and sleeping habits



What about after the mocks?
● Targeted intervention will run on Thursdays 

after school 
● Parents/carers will be made aware of any 

concerns at parents’ evening 
● Resources for all exam parts will be made 

available on the Google Classroom



The Google Classroom Code: 

qqsmg2z
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We work hard, We are kind, We aspire

Science

Dr P Evans: pevans@hrs.education 
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Which exam am I sitting?

Separate sciences 11L1, 11W1

Combined science 
/ Foundation

11L2, 11W2

Combined science 
/ Higher

11L3, 11L4, 11W3
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Triple Science

Working towards separate GCSEs in:

o Biology (Paper 1 and Paper 2 each being 1 hour & 45 mins)

o Chemistry (Paper 1 and Paper 2 each being 1 hour & 45 mins)

o Physics (Paper 1 and Paper 2 each being 1 hour & 45 mins) 

o Six exams in the summer. 



Combined Science

Helena Romanes School
We work hard, We are kind, We aspire

Working towards 2 GCSEs in:

o Biology (Paper 1 and Paper 2 each being 1 hour & 10 mins)

o Chemistry (Paper 1 and Paper 2 each being 1 hour & 10 mins)

o Physics (Paper 1 and Paper 2 each being 1 hour & 10 mins) 

o Six exams in the summer. 
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Foundation or higher?

Target Tier

5/4 and below Foundation

5/5 Discussion with 
teacher

5/6 and above Higher

Entry level decisions are informed by class assessments, mock performance and 

judgements by experienced members of staff

● Final decisions on tiering to be made after the Nov mock

● Separate sciences entered for higher tier, except in exceptional circumstances
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How should I revise science?

Step 3
Retention

- Revisit
- Repeat
- Test yourself
- Educake
- Revision mats

Step 1
Check your 
understanding

- Checklists
- Educake

Step 2
Brush up your 
knowledge

- Mind maps
- Revision notes
- Watch videos
- Knowledge 

organisers
- Topic booklets
- Revision guides

Step 4
Exam question 
practice

- Past papers
- Use mark 

schemes
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Revision: Science revision website
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Paper 1 in 10 minutes a day
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Other revision resources

@Freesciencelessons
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Revision guides



o 20% of the exam questions = core practicals

o Students have completed or will complete all core practicals in class, 

attendance is so important, doing it it better than watching a video.

o 25% of the exam questions = mathematical skills

o Have a calculator!

Helena Romanes School
We work hard, We are kind, We aspire

Areas of focus
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Science intervention

o Tuesdays after school 

o A corridor

o This half term = science revision skills bootcamp



Key contacts

Mrs Snelling Head of Year 11 asnelling@hrs.education 

Mrs Moverley Senior Pastoral Leader, Year 11 hmoverley@hrs.education

Mrs Hazle SLT link for Year 11, Deputy Headteacher mhazle@hrs.education

Mr Mills Raising Standards leader, Assistant Headteacher bmills@hrs.education

Mrs Ward SENDCO fward@hrs.education

Mr Ellis Exam officer tellis@hrs.education

Mr Milne Director of Sixth form rmilne@hrs.education



Key contacts - Form Tutors

11 CH Miss Humphreys chumphreys@hrs.education 

11 CP Mrs Pollard and Mrs Withers cpollard@hrs.education 
lwithers@hrs.education 

11 CA Mr Allom callom@hrs.education

11 DA Mr Allum dallum@hrs.education

11 DRM Mr McGrath dmcgrath@hrs.education

11 DMR Mr Rowley drowley@hrs.education

11 PA Mr Ambrose pambrose@hrs.education

11PL Mr Livanou plivanou@hrs.education


